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Crisis for Whom?

Reconsidering Historical Models of Ancient Southwest Asia

Roland BOER[ AUS ]
Trans. by HE Guijuan
Abstract: This article deals with economic questions in relation to
ancient Southwest Asia (the ancient Near East) from the fourth to the first
millennia BCE. It focuses on the issue of crisis and collapse. Most histories
present a story of the rise and collapse of kingdoms and empires, with the
intervening period described as “chaos”. However, we need to ask: from
whose perspective was is crisis and collapse? From the perspective of the
small ruling classes, it was a crisis, since their power and wealth had come
to an end. However, from the perspective of peasants and laborers on royal
estates, it was a not a crisis. Instead, it was a welcome relief from exploita-
tion and provided relative stability. In order to develop this argument, the
article presents the different economic methods (regimes) followed by vil-
lage — based peasants and by the ruling class estates. These are subsist-
ence - survival and palatine estates.
Key words: ancient Southwest Asia; economics; crisis; subsistence —

survival ; palatine estates
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