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Western Marxist Approaches to the Bible

Roland BOER [Australia]
Trans. LI Panpan

Abstract: Western Marxist approaches to studying the
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Bible are becoming more and more popular. This lecture
outlines some of the key ideas of that approach, based upon the
revision of my book, Marxist Criticism of the Hebrew Bible.
Those ideas include: the indirect relationship of a text to its
historical and social context, the role of contradiction and
dialectics in the study of biblical texts, the connections between
class, gender and ethnicity, and the possibility of locating
alternative voices in the text. The lecture will draw on the
approaches of Fredric JAMESON, Antonio NEGRI, and Terry
EAGLETON, among others.

Key words: Western Marxist approaches; Bible study;

text; context
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Z2HFEIUR(HZHETY. ©)

R, ERSEFTEHNARZH . REHHRNARNFHD
REENSEAMIPRELBOFTR, XFHHFRBOLTFiRE D
MEBEL, —FEH, ZLWANFHER I TFRHEE KA
MBETART S ), REHEMAN 2R BAORR, RS, 25
BEEREE RN RHM—R5, UM T EEE S 28Eme
XRETE ZERIEERS AN EREBR—Ry—
E+HE X—HERPRANESN. F—FH.ZEXEAHNEE
BTSRRI O ik, BT F 2 ERM O ER, EXANEE
bR TEFHERES, D Rt TR A TR R SR, T
B RAF RIS SCERIE, R R B RS,
EEFENE EEXEHITRAZLHEENH LM XEX
B EALBEEBYSHSR, BL L FEZEHITRR
B - EM L mREARER, ‘

T8Ik : A BB BT84 K

BEERMNEERR-TIREEXZLEBENTL. B
BFEF D RBEXTEEHBEZEHANE A, AEAT
REAE, BRI ERNE - RN (B Ak, Bihxxs
MXBREFETH &, XS A MRS HEREX
(FrAaLB) HEZLFRNRF AR, AEEMNEHEFIESHN
Kitie X2 B REE T AR5 HE 2 T, X RV b
MEZBLRAE. BBINEEHET , BFERMELRT -1

® Roland Boer, Marxist Criticism of the Hebrew Bible. London: Bloomsbury,
2015; Roland Boer and Jorunn @kland eds., Marxist Feminist Criticism of the
Bible. Sheffield: Sheffield Phoenix, 2008; Roland Boer, The Sacred Economy.
Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2014,
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AW RYEEBHIRER-SEMRES. OMBKT? B
— BEBEZHFETEAR QLR REMPERLE H = &
BHBEGBEI-HEAHLAN, SEHTA KRR EX
EHEEEZHEMZL:E= ZEHRLARNAT EFENEH.
WiF, W T B TR AL, B H ARSI AT BTk

ARHERKELNFLFENEREREALETEILS
HEEWA X, ERATFHMERNRE; EHAT LU
BHWESERBERE;EAAHAE FETLHR ERATE
MEE AEFHIN HFERATFERNER. EY KL
RTHRERATRIRES R, AR KERE, EER
HEEABEUHRAFH BERIRK - PLE BN A X
fir A A, @

HB#HHGR, X—%HEATEEHM T KE—-EBZHN. B
FESK, ZLMFFRHABREERE , EN - BHRE—1E
AL, RHEEHAEARKS DFENENG? RHEEH
BRI EXHMEERXG?

@ Friedrich Engels, “On the History of Early Christianity”, Marx and Engels
Collected Works, vol. 27; Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1894-1895, 1990,
445-469. Friedrich Engels, “Bruno Bauer and Early Christianity”, Marx and
Engels Collected Works. vol. 24; Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1882, 1989,
427-435; Friedrich Engels, “The Book of Revelation”, Marx and Engels
Collected Works. vol. 26; Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1883, 1990, 112-117.

@ Engels, “Introduction to Karl Marx’s The Class Struggles in France”, 523. B
BT R H BB AT, TEMRIFANEE TRIEWHE . AHEFE
SEED, EEFRMUENAURABEARER., BRBEREEBRRYTH
WA ER MBI EREEITIBFEERRE FUXNZARE RS Fm,
DRBEEFRRAMERTABSNEALES DX RN EEENE
F, MEMEERNAEFRRARBRS S, UM T ASFNEREAS
BHBEAELHE. 20 MECW 22: 633-634; MECW 23: 254-256.
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I 4 1) A 3G o RS B 0 2 VR R i B X 2t F , 8B T AR
sEH - RHNBKFREMEEHIZEMIT. RR-FRE
(Karl Kautsky) #1235 - /5 25 % (Rosa Luxemburg) Ml — 2 KB T
BT R, O T R R BN EI = E ORI, B A
e TR T RA R FE M E(EETE) DA TR

BWABE - ABLAR AEZTHEH® XL . BE
ANFT B oA A (f2:44-45),

MEFEHUABRE - B, RA-ARBKEEA
~—HREECH  BEAXRLAOA. ERAFARY, LIEEHK
EFERAALHEAE, WFLRA-TRZGEHAA
WEHFEFEHET EHEZWUNRER, KAEELENT,BE
AFr&ERM, a0 % 45 A 4:32-35),

R, XEH BRI E X, MAREFHIETE N HRMEB,
RHEEEEERSHIEREFHATR I, BAIHERR
ERBES KX, SR, ARSRBEXMATESE T —%, £k
REEFHTAEH,

ERERRTEHAGRBENINMELNE—WMERE, BN
(EEHWEM). EHP, RXEHRROEA)FAGEA) K LT
HE&G, UEEFBERELEXFNAR, UERKEMEE
HEEMTR, REFERE, EHRS R EXZLMIFHIT
APEEE

@ Rosa Luxemburg, “Socialism and the Churches”, Rosa Luxemburg Speaks. ed.
Mary-Alice Waters; New York: Pathfinder Press, 1970 (1905), 131-152; Karl
Kautsky, Foundations eof Christianity. trans. H. F. Mins; London: Socialist
Resistance, 2007 (1908); Karl Kautsky, Vorldufer des neueren Sozialismus I:
Kommunistische Bewegung im Mittelalter. Berlin: JH.W. Dietz, 1947
(1895-1897).
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XEATREPEBREIMAMEREUREEBEELEZLEH#
WA FEE,AURTETRENF IR, F—-TRIES-
B 47 L /K 78 (Norman Gottwald) VB STk , b I E R B AT H AU
BFMIBAY., ETFAEERNHEW, AR, BHUATE
TE N TURTEE Z A T8 48 B R 3 e B 4R 0t 7. /& L B9 3 i 53 3l %5
. HiEEREERE FRFEAR . FRTRELS, X&
ANBEL T —MBRET T MR ZALXBRESHES TR,
ERMBENER, MRR—MFENAEN, EEFEFNFT .
BARAANMEBREL/REMNFZRSTHA EEFERE, ERIANR
DB EXEZMTRIFAEEE,

FH—TEREHRREFA¥EEEEE - EHF (Richard
Horsley) BU7% . PBETFI M E S B SEER K RBITES R IF, fbi¥
R¥Z% 7 E 5 23T H B R, SR IE B 3% 4 16 R 6k /3
B B\ R X 2 B I 7R SR 4 36 138 3 B BUS MR BUE 3 Y
—®a  NARX—BIREZHRERNEFHZ—, MIART
BREERE DBRCGELIRIEHGEIEE L) I8 T A R, 3
B ORREZVR ER FEMESEHOET ., EXMFEL
T, ER SRR S s (MR B i L@ s — )BT RILEBE WS
TAMN&HE,

RESFITIEH T EEIERD L BUANAT T EK, X%

@® Norman K. Gottwald, The Tribes of Yahweh: A Sociology of the Religion of
Liberated Israel, 1250-1050 BCE. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1999
(1979).

@ Richard Horsley, Jesus and the Spiral of Violence: Popular Jewish Resistance
in Roman Palestine. Philadelphia: Augsburg Fortress, 1992; Richard Horsley,
Galilee: History, Politics, People. Philadelphia: Trinity Press International,
1995; Richard Horsley, Archaeology, History and Society in Galilee.
Philadelphia: Trinity Press International, 1996; Richard Horsley, Scribes,
Vistonaries, and the Politics of Second Temple Judea. Louisville: Westminster
John Knox, 2007.
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o YR, XERAAMFRHHTRREBEERL. —PEENFFH
ET - ENFLBXE, ERACFEBF L BUAMEE . X2,
RN ERE

THEH.BTRE-TIHABREXEZEXHSTHENEE. N
THEPITIR XA, REZE T — A 6], R
BN 23 EMEERE— ARBKESE LFHE B HZ H
fFraEE. RFEFHRTE_NTUERF@RI1ZE), LR EFRAM
Pt A EAESKEMMRILE MRRTAHRKNEAN, &
MEY, PHFERTHFEGRT -IMETF, S 0FEE, (ELY
EEMNFYFHIREFTEIXALYE S LR EER—TX
Ao EHFEFRMMOTUBEERZFARPHRT(RER!) MM
ETWEMRFAREZ., RN, BERLZACTEERN LR
T HAXHREHIZT , LRI T X4, 0 ] ke &2

@ Boer, The Sacred Economy.
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FTHR—Z ALEI GRS, LR LROERE, BALK
HEETRETEYHO I ERZET XM RBUT S ME &
gERHPAEER, & REFHEE GRS FEFGEH
A D4k, U (kTR E

Bt AE X

R RER-TERBEUCESTHUAFEFE .S
— FEFE HMEERIEE, BRBEAARET BHK/KEHE
BEREY ELHE,EBEER, HEEEN-E BB (Fredric
Jameson) R W BFIE L AT BEAE X TP MIER . O&EMHIA
R XEXFERFERIMFERHET BUAKRE R P LN
K (GRBEXSFRH— MO, Bt , UR TSR R
MEFEAL XMARTVEHEAELINE FFHE AYAH
EMRET Y., BEXMEROITAKENERNPERIA, HH
ERWEXFE ERBHE AERNERESR TR, BEEW
— R, GRBENFEMAETEERERERR, TR HER
ETHE,

BOBZHQIHEYNX — &, RREFRH DI HHFE P RS
THEEFE (i) F1EXNQENNET2FF . LFHE—
MEFRERERATHRANNE . BRE—H., EFHE XM K
i BRSF;RAEXANELHEY W, ERERALEA, B
B, EHFEELRKE . HEZT (BIHiE)B 28— 4t
EAMBUR : Kb T4, ARG AR EIE T AL TA

@® Fredric Jameson, The Political Unconscious: Narrative as a Socially Symbolic
Act. Tthaca: Cornell University Press, 1981, ZEXMfE F, HEEE % - &
BREZFE - FRTHWE W, Georg Lukdes, The Historical Novel. trans.
Hannah Mitchell and Stanley Mitchell. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1983 (1937).
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WM A K., BYHAER N RENE - AEE—
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Rt . MATZEEE B  BA AR 35 ST LB S Y
(B REEHN) . BTH L 65 EFHE Bk, KT, Y
MRS E R, Y MEEREEREMEE., MI1ER
TRE, AEEHTHHHRTE BEMFET . 7L, XM H
ERENIERS ARBARAYALEGE TR, —FE. 1
MRGRE B —FE ERE.

RRUAZFETREAELMTE(HmAA B ATEL
LB BB ED) , B2 BT D0 B B e | [ AR F I e
CHREEEE,

w5

ORBEUMTHE S IXARKBERZEANLREHE
RABAMBEEN, REBLEXHF AT REREX R
B, XAR—BRELERTUEHETI S AR AHKERE
H? HEXAR—HELERT UEFILL, BiF LR,

D kAR S R(RIHHRY3: 22-24.
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BEH20EAFHNEDEH(NBENE)E? EXELE—BH
TFAENTAEBAMNERSLAEANEAHEBEEY? SREE
MAEEANAXAMN THEEMEHAE—BIEMNE M
R.EER—BEUVHNEZEHEEE, B HERTUKRER
ik R ) B4l B TE AR

WA XA SERZ A MR R 7 BN B E R 2Z 6§
KHEF. FEIXARBEESR, MBI A B NERE, BRI
EXAEAHENHSHMEFERREN - TRBENER, [
BE SENBEZETEEEARIMAMEIEN . XA TEAEE
f—NERN T RRMREE, Bk, XEARERAMHRILES
RELMERABREEEXR,

BHE RERBHR DX TXAEAMBEEXRANE N BAIR
B, — N EEEHANEIRRK S P /KEBZE (Louis Althusser) )
EEEXBE MERT SHMEXHER . XXEELAFHAD
B, ORATE4FHEE, XMEEBELF/RBENTL. £
H—MBRES, XIAS5HALEABRAEEXR. XTFEEHRD
Rigk XARKERZBENY —-MERMGEER, HR, R
ERE=ZABVH— BRRALHER, BB SHNEFTIE;
HZ BENEMXR BAMNMERMIT SHEEFENRER;
H= RIAMESHGEM, XEXCEANERZHE, WA, XER2
RF AT a0 E BLX A R — R R B X (XS 07 A
BEARIES LAl EM, EE R _ERKA ). WL, M/REBENL
GTREMRE R - RAREEANTXTREAENE T T —
EHE MERFMNEET. BRI EN AR,
EES BHENGEHLE SEELHEHABERE NRNTZ AL
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@ Louis Althusser Lenin and Philosophy and Other Essays, trans. Ben Brewster.
New York: Monthly Review Press, 2001 (1971), 162.
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BRAXNTERHFRERTALNE, BAEXNSREFEX
MXAEBRFEEXER, ERIMMKBRE(QIHIEIE 23 EH
XA, BINR A HERRT ARBEZZ A5 R X
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AAMEWEHE-IHE? EEXR-TMFANHRE - BAR
FH I, WEHMA M R AR R E, SRR Y RE
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HEBEHEEKRE, BAREALBHEBEZE RFAR, LN
ENTE NI, BEERX—HE RINTEZBEHIRE
FE X ESTZEXFF— T,

w R

BRBEXIWITENBE = EARZ RER, BSR4
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XUMBRESEFRBEALARN -2, X, SREELL
B B 1 R AR R R B H R T R B B AT B AR, PR
BRE-VIRBE IR, MU ZELUPREFARR, BlW,. E—
Fik%¥E ETEY BE¥R% NS ARERMETE, R
MARZARLERNLR. MERELWR. FEESRAE R
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REAFRMEXZHE IRl R h2 AL EH, 51
ABMAEECRIHMHAAE,. SREFXFEREERMNESHF M
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BFEZERR, FRITRME SN BEER,
FEXARRIHEIE 23 EBREMNA? BA . FERELF
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RETEHRAKSHLARWFE? HESEPHRR QT 0% K
INBER, KRB NETEZESAE 75 2 150 NI RH A%t B
BEAEBECEREMKA R0, FINEKNE ROLfaE L+ 52
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POEBNEFMHSREB AT R UK EEOEE, il
SEREBE—NLIATE XMFHHA TYERGRRLE
Rigng? #iFiE,
BEXNXARBRT —/NEFHB R L E? A
MEAEEEE E KT R E (b A 88 R B E A K
Ao HMNEZERERMERRBLEACHTE. HUPENAE
HHEETE, BEHBEERENBFRRBASTER, BLF
BEMEER. BWESID BREMEMEEE, AT MERM
B MATEEHEANERRE Y, HE THE, MRS AER
% REVEERFHNR, NETRE—FPHaTHE K
RE(REABEFECHAE), REZ . HIENR LR ELHER
AR TAE TR E R h 73 E A C T/E. ATLMBATF
WA, R FEE R Mi1EE= &, MfImE . B s
Horsh. ME AEMKR—TH X EEMITE R LT
Ho RIANN(GMIEIE 23 EEBR ERRTRIEN RN LG
XARIHMBERTHEEAN . FEN. EHEEELEE -
HEHRBEMEN LT, REZ2WEBRTH L. EMUFELTUE
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EAEFERE, FXE EXEERY BANZARBRETME
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ZEF(RIMHENE 23T, HERHMMME  BAMLATRT £
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Ry, BEERACNIHATIT. XEEMIENEN , HERE,
REiASZHERET

REHMCAHHIEN B 23 EP R MHEN R A KRE LZ
25 F B % - 76 ¥ #F (Ernst Bloch) f1 % % & B+ 2 #% B (Antonio
Negri) I EE. CHT R R ZIM K I, T E FEEA 7 55k 3k
RARE R B R RE A, XM BRI R, AR RN
FRETHE, WA RITARZIAA , 13X R0 FE A0 PR
REABEXW. A, RIMNMEUFEXREXMNIMXEANEL. H
R EHEAERES L NEFEREENRI. KBEELT
RHERRBHAEH  XEEHNZTWE, Hilt, HiELE LT
THERINTGE. HiEETH X ERE R EE T8
F—fE R,

g ®

DREFXZZEMIFNELECEL TERERKK. REART
ER-—-S&IE FRERHT 87k FEL, XEHTERRE
FREAMBHES BN EEBUARKHSZFTERXRPHER
P SCE O AT R 4R R B AL 45 7 S YA A2 Y B (R AR ORI PLTE
AWEEE  AHEEAIXABLTIZE", BRAEXERE

@ Ernst Bloch, Atheism in Christianity: The Religion of the Exodus and the
Kingdom, trans. J. T. Swann. London: Verso, 2009 (1968); Ernst Bloch, The
Principle of Hope, trans. Neville Plaice, Stephen Plaice, and Paul Knight.
Cambridge: MIT Press, 1995 (1959); Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri,
Empire. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2000; Michael Hardt and
Antonio Negri, Multitude: War and Democracy in the Age of Empire. New
York: Penguin, 2004; Antonio Negri and Michael Hardt, “Marx’ s Mole is
Dead! Globalisation and Communication”, Eurozine. no. February 13 (2002),

http://www.eurozine.com/articles/2002~-02-13-hardtnegri—en.html.
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— M EWMBLUR, GREEXXEMIFRE DM, FE
BT ANARAZRE . BT, RIVELEXE— T, D
RREXFTERATEREMIEWHE RRT RINREAT, Fi2
¥EMELAEEFER R DREFUXZHEB, VERE,
KT RIEERERBELAMAEZ . RHEE . RICLB®ET
B EIRBES R RO EA R, KRR
HREAGTZREBEN EEHAEREREUREASREEX
T EFENEED, ELHEME EATRARVEER . E
BRI,

(EHRs %)

kZFL BARERKATA R FRAEFRTHT, KB N
BREFE(HRBEXHHRZBHIFY2015) (X2 WEF)
(2014) (7| 7, FH 5 #HFN(2013) (A HWHH . T EE BE
HEWEY2012)%E, BEFRRATHFAFURXFLTLEER
X¥EFmELELEA,

O MEBFHMSEL, S W Mark Sneed, “Qohelet and his  Vulgar’ Critics: A
Jamesonian Reading”, Bible and Critical Theory 1, 1 (2004): 1-11; Jonathan
Bernier, “From Historical Criticism to Historical Materialism in the Study of
Earliest Christology”, Bible and Critical Theory 8, 2 (2012): 67-76; Joseph
M. Bartlett, “Bourgeois Right and the Limits of First Phase Communism in
the Rhetoric of 2 Thessalonians 3:6-1", The Bible and Critical Theory 8, 2
(2012): 36-56; Larry L. Welborn, “Towards Structural Marxism as a
Hermeneutic of Early Christian Literature, [lustrated with Reference to Paul’s
Spectacle Metaphor in 1 Corinthians 15: 30-32", The Bible and Critical
Theory 8, 2 (2012): 27-35; Randall W. Reed, A Clash of Ideologies: Marxism,
Liberation Theology, and Apocalypticism in New Testament Studies, Eugene:
Pickwick, 2010.
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