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Abstract: In light of the general lack of awareness of the long history of
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Western—Marxist fascination with the Bible, this article offers a synopsis of
part of that history. After showing how the Bible was an important element in
the work of Emst BLOCH, Walter BENJAMIN and Theodor ADORNO, it
then offers a critique of the current engagements with it by Alain BADIOU,
Slavoj ZIZEK, Terry EAGLETON and Giorgio AGAMBEN. The third section
deals with the most significant element of the religious Left in recent years,
namely liberation theology. It closes with some comments concerning the
growth of Marxist biblical studies and some suggestions for the way Marxism
might reconnect with a non-reified biblical tradition.
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@ Ernst Bloch, Literary Essays, trans. by Andrew Joron et al. Stanford: Stanford University
Press, 1998,

®  Ernst Bloch, Atheism in Christianity: The Religion of the Exodus and the Kingdom, trans. by
J.T. Swann. New York: Herder and Herder, 1972, 37.
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Walter Benjamin, The Arcades Project, trans. by Howard Eiland and Kevin McLaughlin. Cam-
bridge, MA.: Belknap, 1999.

% . Fredric Jameson, The Political Unconscious: Narrative as a Socially Symbolic Act. Itha-
ca: Cornell University Press, 1981. JL3 69—74 7,

Walter Benjamin, Selected Writings. Volume 1: 1912—1926, trans. by Marcus J. Bullock and
Michael W. Jennings. Cambridge, MA.: Belknap, 1996, 65.

Walter Benjamin, Selected Writings. Volume 1: 1912—1926, trans. by Marcus J. Bullock and
Michael W. Jennings. Cambridge, MA.: Belknap, 1996, 253—263.

Irving Wohlfarth, “ ‘Manner aus der Fremde': Walter Benjamin and the ‘German-Jewish
Parnassus’ ", New German Critique, 70 (1997): 3—85.
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® Rey Chow, “Walter Benjamin’s Love Affair with Death”, New German Critique, 48 (1989):
63—86; Margaret Mahony Stoljar, “Sirens of Gaslight and Odalisques of the Qil Lamp: The
Language of Desire in The Arcades Project”, in With the Sharpened Axe of Reason: Approach-
es to Walter Benjamin, edited by Gerhard Fischer. Oxford: Berg, 1996; Janet Wolff, “The In-
visible Flaneuse: Women and the Literature of Modernity”, in The Problems of Modernity:
Adorno and Benjamin, edited by Andrew Benjamin. London: Routledge. 1989.

® Sigrid Weigel, Body-and Image-Space: Re-Reading Walter Benjamin. London: Routledge,
1996, 85—98; Esther Leslie, Walter Benjamin: Overpowering Conformism. London: Pluto
Press, 2000, 106—114; Angelika Rauch, “The Trauerspiel of the Prostituted Body, or Woman
as Allegory of Modernity”, Cultural Critique, 10 (1988): 77—88.
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@ Alberto Moreiras, “Children of Light: Neo—Paulinism and the Cathexis of Difference, Parts I
and 11", Bible and Critical Theory, 1.1 and 1.2, 2004—2005, available at: www.epress.
monash.edu.au/be>.
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New York: Columbia University Press, 1982, 56—132; “Lire la Bible”, Esprit, 69 (1982):
143—52; “Reading the Bible”, in The Postmodern Bible Reader, edited by D. Jobling et al.,
Oxford: Blackwell, 2001; Tales of Love, trans. by L. Roudiez. New York: Columbia University
Press, 1987, 83—100, 139—150; Language—7The Unknown: An Initiation into Linguistics,
trans. by A. Menke. New York: Columbia University Press, 1989, 98-103; Visions capitales,

Paris: Editions de la Réunion des musées nationaux, 1998, 71—80].
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Stanford University Press, 2003.
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don: Verso, 2000.

Slavoj Zizek, On Belief. London: Routledge, 2001.

Slavoj Zitek, The Puppet and the Dwarf: The Perverse Core of Christianity. Cambridge, MA.:

MIT, 2003.
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1999.
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@ Slavoj Zizek, “An Interview with Slavoj Zizek: ‘On Divine Self-Limitation and Revolution-
ary Love’ ", interviewed by Joshua Delpech-Ramey, Journal of Philosophy and Scripture 1.2
(Fall), available at: www.philesophyandscripture.org/, 2004; “Why is Wagner Worth Saving?”
Journal of Philosophy and Scripture 1.2 (Fall), available at: www.philosophyandscripture.org/,
2004; “Jews, Christians and Other Monsters”, Lacanian Ink, 23 (2004): 82—99; “A Plea for
Ethical Violence”, The Bible and Critical Theory 1.1 (Fall), available at: <www.epress.
monash.edu.au/be>, 2005.

@ Slavoj Zizek, “An Interview with Slavoj Zizek: ‘On Divine Self~Limitation and Revolution-
ary Love’ ”, interviewed by Joshua Delpech-Ramey, Journal of Philosophy and Scripture 1.2
(Fall), available at: www.philosophyandscripture.org/, 2004.
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@ FHREEBHIELAL R, S K Roland Boer, Criticism of Heaven: On Marxism and Theology,
HM Book Series. Leiden: Brill Academic Press, 2007,

® Slavoj Zitek, “Jews, Christians and Other Monsters”, Lacanian Ink, 23 (2004): 82—99; “A
Plea for Ethical Vielence”, The Bible and Criticel Theory 1.1 (Fall), available at: <www.
epress.monash.edu.au/be>, 2005.
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Terry Eagleton, The Gatekeeper: A Memoir. London: Penguin, 2001.

Terry Eagleton, Figures of Dissent: Critical Essays on Fish, Spivak, Zitek and Others. London:
Verso, 2003.

Terry Eagleton, After Theory. New York: Basic Books, 2003.

Terry Eagleton, Sweet Violence: The Idea of the Tragic. Oxford: Blackwell, 2003.

Terry Eagleton, The Body as Language: Outline of a ‘New Left’ Theology. London: Sheed
and Ward, 1970.
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@ Agamben, Giorgio Agamben, Il tempo che resta. Un commento alla Lettera ai Romani. Tori-
no: Bollati Boringhieri, 2000; ““‘I Am Sure that You Are More Pessimistic than I Am...": An
Interview with Giorgio Agamben”, Rethinking Marxism, 16, 2 (2004): 115—124; The Time
That Remains: A Commentary on the Letter to the Romans, trans. by Patricia Dailey. Stan-
ford: Stanford University Press, 2005.
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(D Fernando Belo, A Materialist Reading of the Gospel of Mark, trans. by M. J. O’ Connell.
Maryknoll: Orbis, 1981. JEIEA M E S T HE M A X KA B B LMY &, Michel Clev-
enot, Materialist Approaches to the Bible, trans. by W. J. Nottingham, Maryknoll, NY: Orbis,

1985,
Q@ TEHE-REREZMLNIREEXERNXET REARRNBELENX—.
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@ Fernando Belo, A Materialist Reading of the Gospel of Mark, trans. by M. J. O' Connell.
Maryknoll: Orbis, 1981, 296.

@ Ched Myers, Binding the Strong Man: A Political Reading of Mark's Story of Jesus. Maryk-

noll: Orbis, 1989; Richard A. Horsley, Jesus and Empire: The Kingdom of God and the New

World Order. Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2002; Religion and Empire: People, Power,

and the Life of the Spirit. Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2003.

Gustavo Gutiérrez, Theology of Liberation. Maryknoll: Orbis, 1969, t . -F The Power of the

Poor in History, Maryknoll: Orbis, 1983,

James H. Cone, A Black Theology of Liberation. Maryknoll: Orbis, 1970.

Leonardo Boff, and Clodovis Boff, Introducing Liberation Theology. Tunbridge Wells, Kent:

Burns & Oates, 1987,

Juan Luis Segundo, The Liberation of Theology. Maryknoll: Orbis, 1976; The Historical Jesus

of the Synoptics, Maryknoll: Orbis, 1985.

Ignacio Ellacuria, and Jon Sobrino eds., Mysterium Liberationis: Fundamental Concepts of Lib-

eration Theology. Maryknoll: Orbis, 1994.
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@ Jorge Pixley, On Exodus: A Liberation Perspective, trans. by R. R. Barr. Maryknoll: Orbis,
1987; J. Severino Croatto, Exodus: A Hermeneutics of Liberation, trans. by S. Attanasio.
Maryknell: Orbis, 1981; José P. Miranda, Marx and the Bible: A Critique of the Philosophy of
Oppression, trans. by J. Eagleson. Maryknoll: Orbis, 1974; Communism in the Bible, trans. by
R. R. Barr. Max;yknoll: Orbis, 1982; Ernesto Cardenal, The Gospel in Solentiname, 4 vol-
umes, trans. by Donald W. Walsh. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1979; Elsa Tamez, Bible of the Op-
pressed, trans. by M. J. O’ Connell. Maryknoll: Orbis, 1982.
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J. Severino Croatto, Exodus: A Hermeneutics of Liberation, trans. by S. Attanasio. Maryknoll:
Orbis, 1981.
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@ Norman Gottwald, The Tribes of Yahweh: A Sociology of Liberated Israel 1050—1250 BC.
Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 19995 — iR it L F 1979 %€ ).

Elsa Tamez, Bible of the Oppressed, trans. by M. J. O’ Connell. Maryknoll: Orbis, 1982.
Enrique Dussel, Philosophy of Liberation, trans. by Aquilina Martinez. Eugene: Wipfand

®e

Stock, 2003 ; Beyond Philosophy: Ethics, History, Marxism, and Liberation Theology. Lanham:
Rowman and Littlefield, 2003.
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@ Michael Lowy, The War of Gods: Religion and Politics in Latin America. London: Verso,
1996, 66; Franz J. Hinkelammert, “Liberation Theology in the Economic and Social Context
of Latin America”, in Liberation Theologies, Postmodernity, and the Americas, edited by Da-
vid Batstone et al., New York: Routledge, 1997, 36, 39—43.
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@ Michael Lowy, The War of Gods: Religion and Politics in Latin America. London: Verso,
1996, 35, BRI, A ENEE HIR.
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@ Michael Lowy, The War of Gods: Religion and Politics in Latin America. London: Verso,
1996, 4.

@ Gerald O. West, Biblical Hermeneutics of Liberation: Modes of Reading the Bible in the South
African Context, 2nd revised edition. Pietermaritzburg: Cluster, 1995; The Academy of the
Poor: Towards a Dialogical Reading of the Bible. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1998.

® Norman K. Gottwald, The Hebrew Bible: A Socio—Literary Introduction. Philadelphia: Fortress,
1985; “Sociology of Ancient Israel”, in The Anchor Bible Dictionary, edited by D.N. Freed-
man. Garden City: Doubleday. 1992; The Hebrew Bible in Its Social World and Ours. Atlanta:
Scholars Press, 1993; The Tribes of Yahweh: A Sociology of Liberated Israel 1050-1250 BC.
Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1999.

@ Richard A. Horsley, Jesus and Empire: The Kingdom of God and the New World Order. Min-
neapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2002; Religion and Empire: People, Power, and the Life of the
Spirit. Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2003.

® Ronald A. Simkins, “Patronage and the Political Economy of Ancient Israel”, Semeia, 87
(1999): 123—144; “Family in the Political Economy of Monarchic Israel”, Bible and Critical
Theory, 1 (2004), available at:<www.epress.monash.edu.au/be>.
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@ Itumeleng J. Mosala, Biblical Hermeneutics and Black Theology in South Africa. Grand Rap-
ids: W. B. Eerdmans. 1989.

@ David Jobling, “Feminism and ‘Mode of Production’ in Israel: Search for a Method”, in The

Bible and the Politics of Exegesis, edited by D. Jobling, Day, Peggy L., Sheppard, Gerald T.

Cleveland. Ohio: Pilgrim, 1991; “ ‘Forced Labor': Solomon’s Golden Age and the Question

of Literary Representation”, Semeia, 54 (1992): 57-76; “Deconstruction and the Political

Analysis of Biblical Texts”, Semeia, 59 (1992): 95-127; I Samuel, Collegeville. Minnesota:

Liturgical Press, 1998.

Jorunn @kland, Women in their Place: Peul and the Corinthian Discourse of Gender and Sanc-

tuary Space. London: T&T Clark, 2004.

Gale A. Yee, Poor Forgotten Daughters of Eve: Woman as Evil in the Hebrew Bible. Philadel-

phia: Fortress, 2003.

Mark Sneed, “Qohelet and his ‘Vulgar® Critics: A Jamesonian Reading”, Bible and Critical

Theory, 2004, available at: <www.epress.monash.edu.au/be>.
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Roland Boer, Jameson and Jeroboam. Atlanta: Scholar’s Press, 1996; Novel Histories: The
Fiction of Biblical Criticism. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1997; Marxist Criticism of
the Bible. London: Continuum, 2003.
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