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Abstract

This article explores the myth that the classics of ancient
Greece are the basis of Western culture. It begins by exploring how
the myth was constructed, especially in the second half of the
eighteenth century and then into the nineteenth century. Ancient
Greece belatedly became the basis of Western civilisation, ousting
older contenders and now embodying reason, the individual,
progress, and, eventually, democracy. Then the author asks why
this myth was constructed. The ultimate answer is that the need to
find a European base (even if it was in Eastern Europe), rather than
one among the colonies or ‘semi-colonies’ of Europe, was due to
Europe’s late rise to economic and political dominance. In order to
get to that point, the author argues that Classics in Western
universities managed to leapfrog the old ‘queen’, theology, by
proposing that the philosophical, cultural and political traditions of
ancient Greece provided the foundations of theology itself. The
paper closes by considering the question of myth, understood in its
double-sided sense as both a fiction and a deeper truth. What then
is the deeper truth that the fiction of classical origins reveals?
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Athena: The Afroasiatic Roots of Western Civilization,” Volume 1: The Farbrication of
Ancient Greece, 1785-1985 [New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1987] ), TEXH
FAE, DR Al A IS A RIS B O R AR INSGE, X — 2317 18 11
Lok, (HREFE 18 tHalRA 19 that, WAy B 5 SCE SRR A~ =550,
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SCAE AN D i 32 SCE RSB IR A, 1 55— 28 5 DL A 32 SO0 ik
F7m e (3E I, Walter Cohen and Martin Bernal, "An Interview with Martin Bernal,"
Social Text, no. 35[1993]:1-24.; Suzanne Marchand and Anthony Grafton, “Martin Bernal
and His Critics,” Arion, no. 5 (2)[1997]:1-35 ). % = ANbrfF RE /R EAAZERAED
Wz g - P 75 5B F5T ) ( The Corrupting Sea: A Study in Mediterranean History ).
XIBBYAT PR ZJEIE T M E] 19 28 = TFELORAEH S5 AR B 00
S AT B JLF- S — AR AE SN MR T 1 B3 e A 7 A /Ny ARG 31
ML TR 52 5 AR ELPE | T Sl R R AR Ak a0 qe] Sy 22 Ak %) Hl e g b X
UL TR RRERR A .
ORI, LI (PReiffer) MITI%AR (AR ) ( History

of Classical Scholarship, Pfeiffer 1968, 1976 ). FEVTHHH AR € PR $AL S 24 )

( International Journal of the Classical Tradition) "', HJEill ( Kennedy ) JEH T iy
(TP A BRI RS, AR — (1K, 7 B AEB (5 y J
Hifii, VAKAES HRIAE T “ffip 3 FE” Xl ez iy 2. A R I e

B S ) BP0 22 RV, 2t bt 20 BB AR Ay B R SR D, A T ekt
JE 55 0 ot BLAL S8 2 20 T TR VRN ( George A. Kennedy, “Shifting Visions of
Classical Paradigms: The ‘Same’ and the ‘Other’,” International Journal of the Classical
Tradition, no. 1 (1)[1994]:7-16. ).
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Greco-Roman Past in Modern Egypt,” Middle Eastern Studies, vol. 32, n0.1(1996): 1-29.
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® Johann Joachim Winckelmann, History of Ancient Art (New York, 1880).

@ Dietmar Rothermund, The German Intellectual Quest for India (New Delhi:
Manohar, 1986).

VA TEESEF VOV SRR LR, RSP By H 2 AR M T
— N EH: “JEPIZEE” ( Urheimat ) FUMF4E. Bruce Lincoln, Theorizing Myth: Narrative,
Ideology, and Scholarship (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 47-147.
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'etudes aux fantasmes,” In Modéles linguistiques et idéologies, "In-do-Européen”, ed. E.
Vanséveren (Brussels: Ed. Ousia, 2000), 13-29.

® James Mill, A History of British India (London: Baldwin, Cradock and Joy, 1818).

© Gregory Blue, “Ginau on China, Race Theory, the ‘Yellow Peril’, and the Critique of
Modernity,” journal of World History, no.10 (2) (1999): 92.
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¥ Hegel, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich, The Philosophy of History, trans. ]. Sibree
(Buffalo: Prometheus Books, 1991), 111-115; 224-240.

@ #£E| ] FErnst Rose, “China as a Symbol of Reaction in Germany, 1830-188,”
Comparative Literature, no. 2 (1) (1951):58-59.

® Roland Boer, Last Stop Before Antarctica: The Bible and Postcolonialism in Australia
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R BN, R0 E T #.” 2L Immanuel Wallerstein, The Modern World-System
IV: Centrist Liberalism Triumphant, 1789-1914 (Berkeley: University of California Press,
2011).

138 | 45314 -2014 %



B EEBSULEICETTR

TR 8 Ry e A SCIE T BEAE R B R TSI AT AR
AR DA BRI AE i th 55 A 0 s b for o @

TR 2K 3k 2 5 25 A PG 5 SO IR Sk B A% 2 )5, R TR X A4 28
BRWE? AR A MR B A BT il T DU s A
BB G o A i AR SR T AR T B AR N O . P
AR R RIEE “#H2” AR FIERA ANE L, DL
P CHE . AATTHR AL T2 L R ZARFEGA R, DR
ANEESL ., YAMALE AN R Z G, KR X — 8
& B AR A 505 BN AN U FEM 54T . U HAETEE, $oR
A IR 18 3 SO e A IS SO rp e B0 T B — 05 ) HOIE R
ko TERE/RSMIEPEEHEA - A - IRJRK ( Friedrich August Wolf,
18 a5l ) ZJE, XA SO IE oSS A B0E L AR
FOER — DL RR, WREE S BHEMBOE A XE L B8
() LAl 763 0F Gl R 15 -3t 2% ( Wilhelm von Humboldt )
MR T, #EREHT TURA S, B, . R

VARSI A BUA LR SRR (AR ) A WML, Edward Said, Orientalism.
2nd ed. ( Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1992).

P OX AN TR AR A XA AR ERTEEK, AU
N BETIERREMCKINER , AR, AN, RIEIRT 2R A
JSE ST ) 0 S A AT RE A JEE S e B M7 (AR MRS A I, Bz ] LR AR
SCHT R ECK A =AU ). e A B b, MAIORE TILITRIEs . 20 Walter
Cohen and Martin Bernal, “An Interview with Martin Bernal,” Socia/ Text, no. 35 (1993):
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FAINE T BEGE  E——B B A ( Thucydides ). BT BT FE75 ( Aristophanes ).
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German Models,” Comparative Literature, no.46 (1994):1-39. 55 UL, Suzanne Marchand,
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Princeton University Press, 2003).
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Hegel, Vorlesungen iiber die Geschichte der Philosophie, Erster Band, vol. 18 (Frankfurt
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lenism and Antisemitism: Matthew Arnold and His German Models,” 11.
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