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On the Scientific Implications and Basic Features of the Democratic Rights of Party Members

DI Chengguang
(Center for Socialism with Chinese Characteristics Studies, Anhui Academy of Social Sciences,
Hefei, Anhui 230051)
Abstract: The two terms—— “Party members’ democratic rights” and “Party members’ rights” are essentially

of the same connotations and are often used interchangeably in some important Party documents. In terms of its
exact connotations, the former refers to the rights and interests of Party members to participate in Party affairs or
activities in accordance with the Party Constitution and relevant Party regulations. According to the Constitution of
the Communist Party of China and Regulations on the Protection of the Rights of Party Members, Party members
enjoy eight rights, which can be properly classified into several categories. As far as its basic characteristics are
concerned, first of all, the democratic rights of Party members are clearly stipulated and protected by the Party
Constitution and relevant Party regulations. Secondly, the democratic rights of Party members are in consistence
with their obligations. The democratic rights embrace their personal interests, but Party members exercise their
democratic rights for the interests of the Party rather than for their personal interests.

Key Words: democratic rights of Party members; concept; implication; intraparty democracy
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From Berne to Yan’ an: The Theoretical Breakthroughs Made by Lenin and Mao
Roland Boer (Translated by LI Min and ZONG Yuanyong)

(School of Humanities and Social Science, the University of Newcastle, Australia;
School of Foreign Languages and Literature, Nanjing Tech University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210009)

Abstract: A distinct line of revolutionary epistemology can be traced from Lenin’s engagement with Hegel in
1914-1916 to Mao’s arguments in On Contradiction in 1937. Lenin rediscovered Hegel’s dialectics through Marx’
s works, and put forth the original proposition that “the subject is inextricably connected with the object”. Mao
showed great interest in Lenin’s notes on Hegel. He grasped the core ideas, developed and enriched it. He argued
that the distinction between metaphysics and materialist dialectics not only provided a theoretical basis for
adapting Marxism to the Chinese context, but also an argument against dogmatism. More significantly, Mao Zedong
pointed out the distinction between the relative identity of contradictions and their absolute struggle, and came to
the conclusion that “change is absolute” because the world is contradictory, and contradictions are the driving
force for the development of things. This also entails that the conditions for the existence of old contradictions are
outdated, and new contradictions will emerge during the period of socialism.

Key Words: Lenin; Hegel; revolutionary epistemology; Mao Zedong; contradiction.
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